SEND policy

Bishop Ellis Catholic Voluntary Academy

a
N A

Our Mission

Love God; Aspire to be your best; Be honest; Forgive; Care

We Love, We Pray, We Learn, We Play.

Approved by: LGB Date: February 2025

11kt

Signed:

Last reviewed: December 2024

Scheduled date of next review: December 2025




Aims
SEND at Bishoo Ellis Pri School

At B'Lshop Ellis, we embrace the fo.ct that every child is diﬁervent and,
therefore, the educational needs of every child are different. This is certainly
the case for children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities.

We aim to do this by:
o Having high expectations and challenge at the right level for children.

o Overcoming barriers to learning.

o Regular learning support assistant support within class.

o Expectation of being independent and building independence.
o Short focused intervention.

o Clear dialogue with parents

o Close liaison with Headteacher, SENDco, class teachers and support

staff,

All cur sto.ff are trained so that we are able to o.do,pt to a range o]( special

educational needs. For example:

. Spec'Lfi.c |.eo.r~ni.n9 di.fficulti.es, 'Ln.clu.d'Ln.g dgslexto, (SPLD)
o Autistic spectrum disorders (ASD)

« Speech, [o,ngu.o,ge and communication needs (SLCN)

o Behavioural, emctional and social difficulties (BESD)

H s with SEND identified and )

Bishop Ellis recognizes that SEND may present differently across genders. Staff
receive annual training to Ldentifg o.tgplco.l pr*oj:'Lles, such as 9LP[s masla’mg
autism or internalizing anxiety. Referral processes explicitly prompt
consideration of these dlﬁervences, and tervmlg monitoring ensures equ.'Lto.b[e

access to su.pporvt.
Bi.shop Ellis PU.Pi.l.S are i.d.entifi.ed. as ho.\r'Ln.g SEND throu.gh a variety o]t ways,
'mc[u.d'mg the fo[[owmg;

e Concerns raised bg the class teacher, ]torv exo.m.ple, behaviour or self-

esteem is aﬁecttng per‘fcr‘mo.nce.



o Concerns raised by parent.
o Child performing below age related expected levels.
o Liaison with external agencies.

o Health diagnosis through paediatrician.

Once a child has been 'Lden.tlfied as ho.v'mg a speci.o.l educational need, we

follow these steps:

e Teacher raises concern with the SENDco.

o Teacher raises the concern with the parent and together a Cause for
Concern sheet is completed and discussed. At this meeting, steps are put
in place to support the child and targets set.

o The child is monitored for a short time and following this period the
SENDco will review the Cause for- Concern sheet with the teacher and
parent.

o After this time, if it is still felt that the child is having difficulties then
an IEP (Individual Education Plan) is drawn up and any involvement
from outside agencies (if required) are requested. The children’s IEP is
called a SEND po,ssporvt and i.den.t'LfLes the child’s di.ﬁi.culti.es, strvo,tegi.es
to help them and individual targets.

The Graduated approach to SEND support

Identifying and adapting teaching to meet pupils' needs is a process that is
in place fcrrv all pu.p'L[s. The school has a rigorous and rvegu.larV system,
thhcugh tervmly pu.p'Ll progress meetings, to 'Ldentifg any pu.p'Lls are not
making expected progress or who are working below national expectations. If
needed, class teachers will put in place i.j: necessary, relevant and tlmelg
interventions, thr*cu.gh quo,lltg f'Lrvst teach'mg and appropriate dlﬁerentiatlon
and in-class su.pporvt, aimed at c[os'mg the gap or raising the attainment.
The class teacher will also talk with po.rvertts to ensure there is a shared
u.ndervsto.ndlng of PU.Pi.I. needs and to gain po.rvertto.l perspect'we on any

emerging concerns and areas of strvength.

Where a pu.p'L['s needs are persistent, the class teacher will ccmplete an
initial concerns form and arrange to meet with the senco. At this meeting the
Pequihement ]ccrrv additional fme-tu,ned assessments will be ascertained.
Parents will be invited to attend this meeting and share their perspective.
Where appropriate, the child's views will be scught. If, as a result o]t this
process, it is clear that di.ﬁerven.t and additional provision is Pequlhed to

meet the child's needs, the child will then be p[aced on the school SEND
record at ‘SEND Support’ The parents will be informed if the school is making



special educational provision for a child. The class teacher remains
responsible and accountable at all times for the progress and development of
all children in his/her class, even where a child may be receiving support
fnom a teach'mg assistant. H'Lgh qualltg teo,ch'mg, dlﬁehenttated fcrv

individual pupils is always seen as the first step in responding to pupils’ who

may have SEND.

The senco and class teacher will select appropriate timely support and
intervention to meet any outcomes identified for the pupil, based on reliable
evidence of effectiveness and professional advice (external and internal) that
have been sought,taking parent and pupil views (where appropriate) into
account. This SEND support will take the form of a four part cycle (assess -
plan - do - review) through which earlier decisions and actions are
revisited, Pefined and revised with a growing undehstanding o:f the pu.p'Ll's
needs and of what supports the pupil in making good progress and securing
good outcomes. This is known as the Graduated Approach. It draws on more
detailed apphoaches, more fr‘equ.ent reviews and more speciallst expertise in

successive cgcles in order to match interventions to the SEND o]( a child.

The effectiveness of the support and interventions and their impact on the
pupil’s progress will be reviewed each term. The review process will include
an evaluation of the impact and quality of the support and intervention and
the views of the pupil and their parents. This review will then feed back into
the o.no.[gs'ts of the pupi.['s needs.

The class teacher, with su.pporvt fhom the Senco where needed, will revise the
support in light of the pu.p'Ll's progress and develcpment, dec'Ld.'mg on any
changes to the support and outcomes in consultation with the parent and
pu.p'LL

The school can involve spec'Lo,['Lsts at any po'mt ](crrv advice Pegahdlng eahlg
'Ldent't]ti.co.ti.cm and eﬂecti\re su.pporvt. However, where a PU.Pi.I. continues to make
less than expected progress, despi.te evidence based su.pporvt and interventions
that are matched to the pupil's area oj: need, the school will consider
Ln\rclvmg spec'Lo.['Lsts, 'an[ud.mg those secured bl:j the school 'L’csel]c or frvcm
outside agencies. Parents will always be involved in any decision to involve
spec'Lo.['Lsts along with the child's class teacher and in appropriate cases, the
child them self. Specialist agencies will only be contacted where parents are
in agreement. It is the Senco's role to contact any specialist agencies and
ensure that the involvement of specialists and what was discussed or agreed
is recorded and shared and fu.“.l:j understood bLJ parents, teach'mg staff and,

where appropriate, the child. The involvement of specLalLsts and what was



discussed or agreed will be recorded and shared with the parents and

teaching staff supporting the child.

Examples of specialist agencies used by and that are available to be used by
the school

o Educational psychologists

o Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)

o Education Inclusion Service specialist teachers

o Specialist teachers for children with hearing and vision
impairment, 'an[u.d,'mg mu,[t'L—Sensorvg impairment, and for~ those
with a physical disability

o Speech and language therapists

o Occupational therapists and physictherapists

o ASD services

o chni.t'we [ear‘n'mg services

In many cases, there is a charge to the school for accessing specialist agency
support, funding for which will come from the school’s notional SEND budget

and will be monitored by the senco and Headteacher-

Where pu.p'Lls are made subject to a Statement of SEND or and EHC plan, the
school will work in close partnership with any specialist agencies as named

on the p[o.n to prvo\ri.de supporvt and spec'Lo.[i.st advice.

What are Education, Health and Care plans?

Where the speclo.[ educational provision rveclu'Lrved to meet the child or young
person’s needs cannct reasonably be provided from within the resources
rwrvmally available to the school, the school, in consultation with parents,
will consider 'Lf requesting a LA SEND Su.ppor*t Plan or Education, Health and
Care assessment from the Local Authority is appropriate. To inform this
decision, the Senco will have close rvego.rvd to the local o.u.thorvttg's criteria j:crrv
funding through an SEND Support Plan or for- an EHC Plan assessment.
Support within an EHC Plan can be found in many forms from access to

spec'Lo.[i.st provision to extra su.pporvt ]tcrrv children durv'mg the school
d.o.g.

This can be ](ou.nd. on the Leicester Local Oﬁerv web site
(http://www.localofferleicester.org.uk/) and the Leicestershire Local Offer web
site (http://www.leics.gov.uk/index/children_families/local_offer-htm) along
with information on the EHC plan coordinated assessment process and will be
shared in full with parents to ensure they are confident and clear about

what the process and how theg are involved in it.



ALl our staff are trained to ensure lessons are delivered at the right level of
challenge for the different children in their class so that every child is able
to learn at their own level of challenge whilst building on strengths in

leo.r“n.'m.g stgles and br‘oo.d.en.in.g de\re[opln.g ones.
We will prvcvide any additional resources to remove barriers forv exo.mple:

o LSA support to break up tasks and help independence
o Prompt sheets

o Reference sheets/writing frames

o Number lines/hundred squares

o Use of techrw[ogg e.g. [aptops, taHeLn.g tins and 'Lpads
o Meet and greet to help with transitions

. Dgslextc dictionaries and coloured ovwerlo,gs

We are a dyslexia friendly school where all classrooms have a visual
timetable, children r*arvelg copy fr*om the board and dlﬁerent strategies and

learning styles that are engaging and motivating, are encouraged.

We offer many different forms of additional provision:

« Additional in-class support.

« Additional out-of- class support.

o One-to-one support

o Flexible groupings (including small group work)
o Access to specific resources

. Mentorﬁ.ng

. Cou,nsell'mg

e Access to a wide range o]c outside agencies

o Opportunities to build self-confidence and independence

Additional provision is overseen b\j our senco and is deslgned and
melemented bl:j an excellent team of teachers, ablg supporvted bg a fantastic
group o]( teachmg assistants.

How are parents/carers involved?
We believe that po.r*tn.er*shlp with parents is crucial when ensuring the

progress of our children. For this reason, parents are r”egu.[o.rvltj u,pdo.ted on



their child's well-being and progress either through informal chats in the
p[aggrvou.nd, phone calls or pheannanged meetings. Parents of children with
SEND are invited to attend termly IEP reviews and are asked to comment on
their views of their child as well as share targets. We ask our teachers to
provide parents with resources and strategies to help them with working on
targets at home. Parents can contact the senco through the office at any time
if they are concerned or have any questions. They will aim to answer you

request as soon as time allows.

How are children involved in their education?

Children help to write their own SEND passport. The SEND passport will give
them the opportunity to think about the things they are good at and the
things they find difficult. Children are encouraged to tell us how they learn
best and what helps them.

Theg are involved in setting and tracla'mg their own targets and progress

towards ccmpletlng them.

What kind of su,pporvt is oﬂer*ed to children who need to improve their

We have a variety of strategies and clubs available depending on the needs of

the children at the time. Some examples are;

e« A [ego club- to he[p children with their social interaction;
e School social worker fhom Faith in Fo,m.i.li.es;

e One to One mentorvi.ng sessions with su.pporvt sto,ﬁ;

e The use of social scrvlpts/stor“ies.

e Draw and Talk intervention

o Liaison with Oakfields Short-Stay School

o Liaison with Birchwood Special School

e Liaison with Autism Outreach

. Fr*iendshtp and Social communication groups

e Our SENDco has completed the National SENDco award.

e Attachment disorder tPaLnLng.

. Speech and Lo.n.gu.o.ge training, i.n.c|.u.d.'Ln.9 Makaton.

e Phonics, Read'Ln.g and \A/Pi.’ti.h.g training with the Speci.o.l'Lst Teachin.g
Service.

o Visual impairment training.

. Sensor*g training



o Autism Awareness training Tier T and 2

o Team Teach training

o Assistive Technology Education Support Services (supporting children to
touch type)

Funding for- SEND and allocation of resources

The school's core budget is used to make general provision for all pupils in

the

school. In addition, every school receives an additional amount of money to help

make special educational provision to meet children’s SEND. This is called the
‘notional SEND budget'. The amount in this budget is based on a formula set
by the local authority. The government has recommended that schools should
use this notional SEND bu.dget to pay forv up to £6,000 worth of speclal
educational provision to meet a child’s SEND based on internal and external
views and the advice of professionals. Most children with SEND need special
educational provision that comes to less than £6,000. If the school can show
that a pu.p'Ll with SEND needs more than £6,000 worth oj: specla[ educational
provision, it can ask the local au.thcr%ty to phovlde top-up fu.rxdirtg to meet
the cost of that provision. Where the local author*itg agrees, the cost is
provided from funding held by the local authority in their high needs block.
Schools are expected to use this funding to make provision for that
individual pu.pi.[. The school may alsc make use o]( PU.Pi.I. Premium Fu.ndi.ng
where a PU.Pi.I. is Pegtstehed as SEND and is also in Pecelpt o]( Pu.pi.[ Premium
9r~o,n.t to address the needs of these pu.p'Lls and enhance leahnlng and

achievement.

Each term, in consultation with the Headteacher and class teachers, the
Senco will map the tarvgeted. provision in plo.ce j:crv pupils on the SEND record
to show how resources are allocated and to monitor the cost o]t the whole o]t

our- SEND provision.

|| I I | .I I . I. l I .I. ?
Children with SEND joining us at Bi.S"\.O'P Ellis are su.pporvted in many ways:

. Theg will be invited ]ccrrv phe—vlsits to our Reception Unit.

e Our Recepti.on sto.ﬂ will often qo and visit SEND pu.p'tls in their pre-
school and meet with staﬁ, parents and the child.

o Our Reception staff make a book with photographs for the parents to
read to their child regularly before they start.

. Regu,lo.rv communication between prve—school, parents and our staﬂ.

o Children with SEND leaving us at Bishop Ellis will:



o They will be invited for pre-visits at their secondary school to have a
loock around before the other children.

o The SENDco from the secondary school will meet with our SENDco and
our- Year 6 staff to discuss any needs the child may have.

o All records and IEPs will be shared with the new secondary school.

o The pupil is often asked to make a book or use ICT to tell their new
teacher all about themselves.

o Some secondary schools run summer classes for children to attend over
the holiday.

. Everg year, our children with SEND are su.ppor"ced. with their transition
into the next class.

o Some children are encouraged to visit their new classroom and meet
their new teacher in different circumstances and for different reasons.

o Teachers have lots of discussions about the pupil.

o The SENDco makes sure that every teacher knows who the children with
SEND are and what their needs are.

Tgpi.ca“.g, a child with SEND and/or disabilities will have an IEP (Individual

Education Plan) which sets out targets that are currently being worked on
and what additional provision is put in place for that child. The content of
the IEP is 'Lnforvmed, as appropriate, with the child and the child's familg.
This is why it is so important that parents/carers attend our termly IEP

review meetings. Children’s progress is constantlg monitored bg the class

teacher and SENDco.
Staﬁ at B'Lshcp Ellis will also:

o Co.rvrvg out individual, group and whole school data o.no,lgsls tervmlg.
e Evaluate any i.ntervvention/prvovislon pu,t in plo.ce ]torv pupils.
e Conduct pu.pi.l interviews and gain feedbo.ck. frvom the children.

. Co,rvrvg out r*egu.larv book monitoring.

How do I contact the Senco at B'Lshop Ellis?
Our Senco is Sarah Franklin

If you wish to contact the Senco, please contact the school bg email at
admin@bishopellis.leics.sch.uk or by phone on 0116 2695510 to make an

o.ppoi.n.tm.en.t.

Link to Leicestershire Local Offer: http://www.leics.gov.uk/local offer


http://www.leics.gov.uk/local_offer
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