Strategies for learning spellings
Pupils should be taught a range of strategies for learning to spell. Each method will support different learners in different ways.

Ways to help learn spellings

· Talk about the word with someone else, e.g. key features / difficult parts

· Beat out the syllables. Write out each beat as you say it. e.g. re - mem - ber
· Highlight the trickiest part of the word. Over-write / look say cover write check / verbalise this part

· Link words with words you can already spell (analogy) e.g. light, bright
· Look for a spelling pattern or rule e.g. for adding ing
· Learn the derivation of the word e.g. finite is in definite
· Remove or add prefixes e.g. un-necessary (therefore double n)

· Check whether the word is spelt phonetically

· Look for smaller words put together to make longer words e.g. to - get - her is together
· Create pictures to illustrate words e.g. 2 people get married on ‘Wed’nes day
· Fix and stretch using the meaning of the word e.g. cupboard - the board for cups

· Look, say, cover, write, check.

Visual learners

· Does this look right in English?

· Change the look of the word e.g. div / ide
· Find words within words e.g. “There’s ‘a rat’ in separate.” 

· Write each syllable of the word onto different coloured pieces of paper.

· Hold the word up above your head as raising your eyes to study it helps to access the appropriate part of the brain. ( whole brain learning techniques)

Auditory learners

· Change the sound of the word - over pronounce it. e.g. Wed - nes - day
· Say letter names to rhythms e.g. pe-op-le.

· Use rhyme and rhyme e.g. difficulty - Mrs. D Mrs. I Mrs. FFI Mrs. C Mrs. U Mrs. LTY

· Use mnemonics e.g. necessary has 1 cap and 2 sleeves.

· Make up sentences (acronyms) e.g. because - Big elephants can’t always use small escalators 

Kinaesthetic learners (learn best by doing)

· Trace the letters with a finger as you say or visualise the word.

· Write word onto velcro / sandpaper etc. / in the air

· Write words onto white bathroom / kitchen tiles with felt tip pen.

· Play word games e.g. scrabble app on phones / tablets, boggle, bananagrams etc,

Conversation you want to hear

I know how to spell this word because this is the same word family as

I can learn this in this way because..

(NB Spelling system in English is hard – useful to acknowledge this) 

